
 

    



POINT-IN-TIME COUNT 2014 
 
Background: 

On Wednesday, January 29 to January 30, 2014 the New Bedford 

Homeless Continuum of Care, known as the Homeless Service 

Providers Network, conducted New Bedford’s annual Point-in-Time 

(PIT) Count and survey on January 29, 2014.  

 

The information collected provides a reliable snap shot of unduplicated 

sheltered and unsheltered individuals and families experiencing 

homelessness. During the third week of January, PIT Counts are 

conducted annually across the nation and are designed to collect data 

on the number of individuals and families experiencing homelessness 

on any given night.  

 

The information collected through the PIT Count is used to help guide 

community planning efforts—including federal funding decisions for 

homeless programs—and to measure New Bedford’s progress towards 

ending homelessness.  



PIT SUBCOMMITTEE 
 

The PIT Count Committee, a subgroup of the HSPN, began meeting regularly in 

November, 2013 to review policies and procedures about conducting the most 

accurate and comprehensive count possible.  

 

On January 29th at 1:00pm teams of volunteers and supporters gathered on the 

steps of the New Bedford City Hall to commence with the count and lead a 

procession to the Point-in-Time coordination center at the Sister Rose House.  

The purpose of the PIT kick-off  was to raise awareness to the issue of 

homelessness.  

 

The volunteers then dispersed throughout the City to count homeless individuals 

and families currently residing on the streets and in other locations throughout 

the City.  

 



PIT SUBCOMMITTEE 

 

Volunteers consisting of 50 enumerators dispersed throughout the City to 

count homeless individuals and families residing on the streets and in 

other locations throughout the City.  

 

The count also surveyed people living in emergency shelters, transitional 

housing, and in other programs.  

 



Goal 
 

The primary goal of the PIT count is to provide a one-night “snapshot” of 

the number of homeless persons who are either living on the streets, in 

places not meant for habitation, or are currently residing in Emergency 

Shelters or Transitional Housing programs for the homeless.  

 

The information gleaned from the Point-in-Time Count is critical to 

demonstrating the need for resources, accurately measuring and 

identifying the needs of populations that are hardest to serve, and 

measuring progress toward eliminating homelessness. 
 



PIT Definition of Homelessness 

 

Using HUD’s definition of homelessness for the PIT count, CoCs are 

instructed to count all adults, children in households, and unaccompanied 

youth who, on the night of the count, resides in one of the places described 

below: 

 

  An unsheltered homeless person resides in a place not meant for human 

habitation, a vehicle or on the streets. Included in this count are people in 

temporary tents, encampments, and warming centers. 

 

 A sheltered homeless person resides in an emergency shelter, transitional 

housing or supportive housing for homeless persons who originally came 

for the streets or emergency shelters 



Logistics & Details 
 

The New Bedford Police Department and HSPN Agencies were aware of 

locations where known unsheltered homeless were located.  

 

Volunteers partnered with agency staff to comprise teams. Each team 

was given assigned areas with identified known homeless hot-spots. The 

NB Police Department also assisted with identifying hot-spots and by 

providing a police officer to conduct the overnight count. 

 

Volunteers covered both service locations (soup kitchens and food 

pantries, substance abuse treatment facilities, libraries, medical 

facilities).  



Logistics & Details 

 

Unsheltered persons were interviewed and survey information provided 

subpopulation & homeless characteristics. A count was also conducted 

on the PIT date from school sites of only unsheltered homeless 

students.  

 

The PIT Committee also continued its tradition of providing "giveaways" 

to interviewees - socks, gloves and mittens, hats, food and beverage 

coupons, and bus passes (generously donated by Catholic Social 

Services, A.I.D Inc., S. Dartmouth Congregation Church, GNBHC, 

Family Preservation/High Point, Mercy, Meals & More, Mobile Loaves 

and Fishers, VTH, PAACA and New Bedford Police) - both to humanize 

the counting process and to encourage participation.  



Logistics & Details 

 

The 2014 Street Sheet resource guide, which the HSPN publishes and 

distributes widely every year, was provided to interviewees that detailed 

the local services that can help them avoid homelessness. All of these 

measures proved highly successful. 



PIT Count Totals 

 

On the night of January 29, 2014 the PIT Count identified 349 homeless 

men, women and children in New Bedford. This represents a 3.2% 

overall increase from 2013.  
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Total PIT Count by Sheltered and Unsheltered 

The Unsheltered Count at 16 decreased slightly from the 2013 

Unsheltered Count. However the Sheltered Count increased from 

319 in 2013 to 333 in 2014.  
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Households 

 

All Adult Households and Households with Children  

 

The PIT Count Report breaks out households into two categories:  

 

All Adult Households and Households with Children.  

 

1) All Adult Households consist of single individuals or households of 

adult members only.  

 

2)    Households with Children are all households that have at least one 

minor child. This includes households of only children such as 

unaccompanied youth and adolescent parents and their children. 



Households 
 

All Adult Households continue to represent the majority of the homeless population 

in New Bedford. However, households with children continue to increased each 

year.  

 

In 2010 – 35% of the total homeless were comprised of households with children. 

In 2012 that figured jumped to 45% and in 2013 46%. In 2014 the total households 

comprised of households with children increased to a 5 year high of 51%.   
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Households with Children 
 

In recent years HUD has placed a greater emphasis on identifying and helping 

households with children.  

 

In 2014 there were a total of 118 Households with Children identified in the 

count with a total of 349 persons.  
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Subpopulations 
 

Subpopulation counts look at specific demographics by person, by household 

group and by sheltered and unsheltered situations. The subpopulations 

reported below are all for Households with Children within sheltered or 

unsheltered situations in the 2014 enumeration.  
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SubPopulations 

 
The following subpopulations chart reports on the percentage of All Adult 

Households that that have at least one member in the household in one of the 

subpopulations listed.  

 

Note: Households may be counted in more than one subpopulation category. 
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SubPopulations - Year to Year Comparison 

Since 2012 Victims of Domestic Violence and Severally Mentally Ill totals have 

continued to increase.          
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Chronically Homeless 

 
Working within federal policy guidelines CoCs are tasked with reducing the 

number of chronically homeless persons in our communities. Prior to 2011 only 

individuals could be counted as chronically homeless. In 2011 the chronically 

homeless definition was expanded to include person in households. 

 

A Chronically Homeless person is defined as an unaccompanied homeless 

individual with a disabling condition, or a family with at least one adult member 

who has a disabling condition, who has either been continuously homeless for a 

year or more OR has had at least four episodes of homelessness in the past 

three years.  

 

Additionally, to be counted they must have been sleeping in a place not meant 

for human habitation (e.g. living on the streets) and/or in emergency shelter. 

 



Chronically Homeless 
 

During the 2014 count, 3% of the New Bedford’s homeless were identified as 

chronically homeless; this represents a 6% decrease from 2013.   

 

Note: From 2012 to 2013, the chronically homeless population increased by 4%. 
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Unsheltered Homeless  

 
Unsheltered homeless are persons who were staying on the streets, in a vehicle 

or other places not meant for habitation on the night of the count. Surveys collect 

additional information to better understand this segment of the homeless 

population that is not accessing available residential programs for the homeless.  

 

On the night of January 29, 2014, there were a total of 16 folks living on the 

streets of New Bedford unsheltered. Note: Of the 16 individuals identified, 3 were 

classified as unaccompanied youth.   
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Unsheltered Homeless SubPopulations  
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The Housing Inventory Count (HIC) 

 
The Housing Inventory Count collects information about all of the beds and units in 

each Continuum of Care homeless system, categorized by five  

Program Types. 

 

  Emergency Shelter: Total number of emergency shelter beds and units that are 

designated to serve people who are homeless and are recognized as part of the 

formal homeless system. 

 

  Transitional Housing: Total number of transitional housing beds and units 

designated to serve people who are homeless and are recognized as part of the 

formal homeless system. 

 

  Safe Haven: Total number of Safe Haven beds and units that satisfy HUD’s 

standards, as identified in the 2009 NOFA. 

 

  Permanent Supportive Housing: Total number of permanent supportive housing 

beds and units. 

 

  Rapid Rehousing (new for 2013). 



Housing Inventory Count - Emergency Shelter  

HOUSING INVENTORY COUNT - EMERGENCY SHELTER 

              

Year 
Prog. 

Type 
Organization Name Program Name 

PIT 

Count 

Year-Round 

Beds 

Utilization 

Rate 

2014 ES Catholic Social Services Inc. Sister Rose House 24 25 96% 

2014 ES Justice Resource Institute FOCUS on the Family 27 30 90% 

2014 ES Greater New Bedford Women's Center Artemis I DV Program 10 16 63% 

2014 ES Greater New Bedford Women's Center Artemis II 4 14 29% 

2014 ES Southeast Regional Network Harbour House Family Center 49 36 136% 

2014 ES Missionary Sisters of Charity Missionary Sisters of Charity Shelter 6 9 67% 

EMERGENCY SHELTER TOTAL 120 130   



Housing Inventory Count – Transitional Housing 

HOUSING INVENTORY COUNT - TRANSITIONAL HOUSING 

              

Year 
Prog. 

Type 
Organization Name Program Name 

PIT 

Count 

Year-Round 

Beds 

Utilization 

Rate 

2014 TH Catholic Social Services Inc. Donovan House 18 20 90% 

2014 TH Catholic Social Services Inc. Sister Rose Transitional Program 6 7 86% 

2014 TH High Point Treatment Center Transitional Support Program 35 36 97% 

2014 TH Greater New Bedford Women's Center Home Port 16 15 107% 

2014 TH Southeastern Massachusetts Council on Addiction (SEMCOA) Harmony House 25 26 96% 

2014 TH Southeastern Massachusetts Council on Addiction (SEMCOA) Monarch House 18 21 86% 

2014 TH Southeastern Massachusetts Council on Addiction (SEMCOA) Wrap House 8 11 73% 

2014 TH Steppingstone Inc. Graduate Program 8 9 89% 

2014 TH Steppingstone Inc. Women's Therapeutic Community 23 24 96% 

2014 TH Southeastern Mass. Veterans Housing Program Inc. GPD - Graduate House 21 27 78% 

2014 TH Southeastern Mass. Veterans Housing Program Inc. Network House 10 10 100% 

2014 TH Southeastern Mass. Veterans Housing Program Inc. Veterans Transition House 25 43 58% 

TRANSITIONAL HOUSING TOTAL 213 249   



Housing Inventory Count – Permanent Supportive Housing 

HOUSING INVENTORY COUNT - PERMANENT SUPPORTIVE HOUSING 

              

Year 
Prog. 

Type 
Organization Name Program Name PIT Count 

Year-Round 

Beds 

Utilization 

Rate 

2014 PSH Community Action for Better Housing St. Anne's SRO 13 17 76% 

2014 PSH Catholic Social Services Inc. Prism 26 26 100% 

2014 PSH Catholic Social Services Inc. Portico  123 123 100% 

2014 PSH PAACA Inc. Step Up 37 38 97% 

2014 PSH Southeastern Massachusetts Council on Addiction (SEMCOA) Unity House 11 11 100% 

2014 PSH Southeast Regional Network Family Preservation Program 41 46 89% 

2014 PSH YWCA A Woman's Place 7 9 78% 

2014 PSH YWCA Another Woman's Place 8 11 73% 

PERMANENT SUPPORTIVE HOUSING TOTAL 266 281 
  



 to the many organizations and businesses that donated 
funding, food vouchers and gifts and to everyone who 

volunteered their time and effort. 


